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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing Of Claims : 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for merging a source document into a 
destination document to create a merged document, wherein the source document or 
the destination document or both contain one or more markup language tags having a 
start tag or an end tag or both a start tag and an end tag, the method comprising: 

comparing the source document and the destination document to identify one or 
more matching blocks and one or more difference blocks; 

splitting all matching blocks that contain a markup language tag for which only a 
start tag or an end tag has been matched so that the matched markup language tags 
are no longer matched; 

splitting all matching blocks that contain a markup language tag for which either 
the start tag or the end tag has been matched to a different tag in the other document 
so that the matched markup language tags are no longer matched; 

splitting any matching blocks containing markup language tags that would create 
overlapping tags when merged; and 

merging the matching and difference blocks so that all markup language tags 
contained in the merged document are well formed wherein merging the matching and 
difference blocks so that all markup language tags contained in the merged document 
are well formed further comprises well formed comprising the matching and the 
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difference blocks merged in an order such that no overlapping tags are present in the 



merged document . 



2. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein splitting any matching blocks 
containing markup language tags that would create overlapping tags when merged 
comprises for each difference block: 

determining whether a markup language tag from the source document has a 
start tag but not an end tag in the difference block; 

in response to determining that the difference block contains a start tag but not 
an end tag, locating the furthest difference block containing the matching end tag of 
such a tag in the source document; 

identifying an inner range of matching and difference blocks as each of the 
blocks between the current difference block and the furthest difference block; 

identifying an outer range of matching and difference blocks as the current 
difference block and the furthest difference block and each of the matching and 
difference blocks in between; 

identifying each markup language tag that has a start tag within the inner range 
and an end tag outside the outer range and, for each identified markup language tag, 
discarding all matching blocks within the inner range prior to the start tag; and 

identifying each markup language tag that has an end tag within the inner range 
and a start tag outside the outer range and, for each identified markup language tag, 
discarding all matching blocks within the inner range after the end tag. 
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3. (Original) The method of Claim 2, wherein merging the matching and 
difference blocks so that all markup language tags contained in the merged document 
are well formed comprises: 

processing each matching block and difference block in order, and 
for each matching block, copying the text from the source or destination 
document in the matching block into the merged document; and 
for each difference block: 

copying the text from the source or destination document in the difference block 
into the merged document if the difference block contains text only from either the 
source or destination document. 

4. (Original) The method of Claim 3, wherein merging the matching and 
difference blocks so that all markup language tags contained in the merged document 
are well fonned further comprises, for each difference block: 

creating a label for each markup language tag that has only either a start tag or 
an end tag in the difference block, the label comprising a non-zero integer identifying 
the number of blocks to the difference block containing the matching start or end tag; 

creating a sub-block for each distinct label, each sub-block containing the 
markup language tags and text from either the source or destination document having a 
corresponding label; 

arranging in order each of the sub-blocks, with negative labels first and then 
positive labels in decreasing order; and 
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copying text into the merged document from each sub-block, text from the source 
document being copied just prior to or just after text from the sub-block in the 
destination document. 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 4, wherein text is copied from each sub- 
blocks into the merged document in the arranged order. 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 5, wherein text in the sub-block from the 
source document is copied just prior to text from the sub-block from the destination 
document if the sub-block has a negative label. 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 6, wherein text in the sub-block from the 
source document is copied just after text in the sub-block from the destination document 
if the sub-block has a positive label. 

8. (Original) The method of Claim 7, wherein comparing the source 
document and the destination document to identify one or more matching blocks and 
one or more difference blocks comprises: 

matching a markup language tag in the source document to a markup language 
tag in the destination document only if each aspect of the markup language tag in the 
source document is identical to each aspect of the markup language tag in the 
destination document. 
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9. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions stored thereon which, when executed by a computer, will cause the 
computer to perform the method of Claim 1 . 

1 0. (Original) A computer-controlled apparatus capable of performing the 
method of Claim 1 . 

1 1 . (New) A method for merging a source document into a destination 
document to create a merged document, wherein the source document or the 
destination document or both contain one or more markup language tags having a start 
tag or an end tag or both a start tag and an end tag, the method comprising: 

comparing the source document and the destination document to identify one or 
more matching blocks and one or more difference blocks; 

splitting all matching blocks that contain a markup language tag for which only a 
start tag or an end tag has been matched so that the matched markup language tags 
are no longer matched; 

splitting all matching blocks that contain a markup language tag for which either 
the start tag or the end tag has been matched to a different tag in the other document 
so that the matched markup language tags are no longer matched; 

splitting any matching blocks containing markup language tags that would create 
overlapping tags when merged; and 
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merging the matching and difference blocks so that all markup language tags 
contained in the merged document are well formed wherein well fomned comprises that 
each start tag in the markup language tags must have a corresponding end tag and 
each end tag in the markup language tags must have a corresponding start tag. 
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